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e © 85 5 we are here met together, for 
bY . tube Honour of God, and for the 


7 S 


= 2 E Service of his Church, it may 
1 Tee be proper for me to ſay ſome- 


CA 


| thing of the State of Religion, 


and the Controverſies depending. We live in | 


1 diſputing Age, and Infidelity has been long 
2 upon us. It began with exploding 
Myſteries in general, and from thence proceed- 
e to a Denial of our Lord's Divinity in 
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(4) 
particular. Low Notions of the Perſon n 
Chrift are apt to bring in low Notions of his 
Merit and Satigfaction, and of the Uſe and 
Value of the Chriſtian Sacraments, which 
repreſent and apply them. And when Faith © 
in Chriſt's Blood is once depreciated or fruſtra- # 3 
ted, it is natural to ſet up Works, not only | q 
as the conditional, but as the efficacious, or 
even meritorious Cauſe of Salvation. The 
next Step is to exalt Morality in Oppoſition | 
to Faith, and mere Morality in Oppoſition Þ 
to inſtituted Religion; which again prepares 
the Way for looking upon all revealed Re- 

| ligion as needleſs, or uſeleſs, which comes to 

the ſame Thing with denying its Truth, be- 
cauſe an all-wiſe God can do nothing in vain, | 
Such is the Connexion, or Gradation of Er- 
ror, when once Men deſert the Rules of Rex- | 
fon and Sobriety, to follow their own Wand- MW 
rings; ſuch the obvious and eaſy Deſcent from 
diſputing the Eſſentials of revealed Religion, to 
denying the whole. So now our main Concern | 
is, to defend Revelation againſt Infidehty ; | 


a Certe omnes illi qui divinitaten Chrifts in dubium vo. 
cant, non poſſunt non Satisfa#ionem quoque, & Juſtificatio | 
nem per Fidem ſolam negare, ſeque adeo ad Opera legis reci- | 
pere: Quod vel Sucinignorum exemplo patet. Jo. F ans | 
Buadei Eccleſ Apefiolica. p. 130. 
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which, one would think, ſhould be a very 
caly Matter; as indeed it is, if Reaſon and 
argument may prevail. But yet much may 
be done on the other Side, by a dextrous Ap- 
plication to the Paſſions and Weakneſſes of 
Mankind: For corrupt Nature is a prevalent 
Principle, and will always make a ſtrong Par- 
y in the World; for which Reaſon, it concerns 
us, my Reverend Brethren, as watchful Guar- 
dians of the Flock of Chriſt, to be jealous over 
ir, at this Time, with a godly jealouſy, and to 
uſe our beſt Endeavours to preſerve the Un- 
wary from the Wiles and Artifices of ſuch 
lie in wait to deceive. Many are the Ways 
and Means of defending Chriſtianity, well 
known to this learned Body, and as ſucceſs- 
fully made uſe of, both in preaching and 
writing. I ſhall content my ſelf with ſing- 
ling out one Argument from the reſt, and 
one much made uſe of both by Ancients and 
Moderns. I ſhall explain it preſently, after 
firſt raking Notice of the Nature of the 
Debate now on Foot, between Chriſtians 
and Infidels. It appears to be in Subſtance. 
much the ſame with what the ancient Jews 
and Chriſtians were employ'd in againſt the 
Infidels of their Times. For the preſent Un- 
believers are ſetting up what they call na- 
| tural 


6 
tural Religion, to rival Supernatural; human | 
Reaſon in the Heart of Man, in oppoſition # 
to divine Reaſon laid down in the Word | 
of God; or to fay all in ſhort, Pagan 
Darkneſs in oppoſition to Seripture Light © 
When the Pagans of old preſumed in like 

manner upon their ſeeming Wiſdom, and 
their imaginary Attainments, deſpiſing the 
only true Wiſdom from above, in compari- 
ſon of their own; the good Jews and 
Chriſtians, in their reſpective Times, repre- 
ſented to them, that their boaſted Wiſdom 


was, for the moſt Part, human Folly, and 3 


that whatever they really knew, or taught, 
NE any Praiſe, they had moſtly bor- | 

ow'd it from divine Revelation, while they 
ily and ungratefully diſowned it; but 
that it was very wrong in them, to drink 
only of the polluted Streams, inſtead of 
coming directly to the Fountain-Head, and 
Madneſs to prefer the faint Reflexions of a 
Cloud, before the open Sun-ſhine. This is 
a famous Topick among the ancient Apo- 
logiſts, and has been frequently made ule 
of {ince, as I have already hinted. And 
this is what I incline to entertain you 4 
while with, at preſent. I the rather chuſe 


it, becauſe this TO” has been pores | in 
7 Part 


"Pp 


Part by ſome, - ond obſcured by others, and 
ſkems to want a little clearing and ſettling: 
Neither indeed is it to be admitted intire and 
in the groſs, without proper Qualifyings and 
Diſtinctions. I ſhall firſt fairly and fully re- 
reſent it, as it ſtood among the ancient Apo- 
giſt, and ſhall next endeavour to paſs a 
rlear and right judgment upon it, and to 
take off unreaſonable Exceptions to it. 

[ ſhall begin with the Fewiſb Apologiſts, 
who led the Way, and who gave the firſt 
Hints, which the Chriſtians coming after laid 
hold of and improved. 

Ariflobulus, an Alexandrian Jew, as is 
aid, and a Peripatetick Philoſopher, Pre- 
ceptor alſo ro Ptolemy Philometor, about 160 
Years before Chrift, affirms directly, that 
both Pythagoras and Plato had copied many 
Things from Moſes's Law, transferring the 
fame into their own Philoſophy b. And to 
make it appear the more probable, he ſug- 
geſts, that the Hebrew Scriptures, or rather 
ſome Extracts of them, had been tranſlated 
into Greek before the Time of Alexander the 
Great, and even before the Riſe of the Per- 


d Ariſtobulus * Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. p. 110, 111. 
Ed. Oxen. Euſeb. Prep Evang. I. ix. c. 6. I. xii. c. 12. 
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(8) 
ſian Monarchy: A Fact, which learned Men 
have been much divided upon formerly, and 
do not now commonly admit e. But unle 
he had good Proof of it, it was needleſs for 
him to inſiſt upon it, ſince his main Argu- 
ment did not require it; for Pythagoras and 


Probably, | 


t 
Plato might have borrow'd many Things 7 
at ſecond or at third Hand, from the Few;ſh b 
Church, vithout having a Sight of the 
TFewiſh Scriprures: And Ariflobulus might i 
have learned from the Teſtimony of Me. y 
gaſthenes, a Pagan Writer, who lived about h 
150 Years before him, that the Greek Phi- 1 
loſophers had borrowed many of their Notions n 
from the Jeu d. The lame Ariftobulus elle- 6. 
VyvVbere th 
| = ar 
e Vid. Huet. Dem. Evang. Prop. 4. p. 132, 133. Nouri 0 
Apparat. ad Bibl. Max. Vol. I. p. 389. Fabric. Bibl. Græe. " 
I. iii. c. 12. p. 316. Prolegom. ad Grab. Septuag, Tom. II. | 
c. 1. prop. 1. Hodii Text. Bibl. p. 570, &c. Jenkin's Pri 
Reaſonableneſs, &c. Vol. I. p. 93. There is little Reaſon t0 for 
doubt, but that at leaſt Part of the Bible was tranſlated into ang 
Greek, before the Time of Alexander the Great. 1619. lob 
| d Ar Pry ret T& te pets ei ęnadi a Tay fois : 
| Lexi Arenen, * 1076 £20 * ne @1A0T0PB0, 74 p 
| Py reg Ivor var FT Bogrxperey, To 3 Ov 75 Eveie wa i 
| F za>vp} wr ldi Clem. Alex. Strom. I. i. p. 360. con- 5 
fer. Euſeb. Præp. Evang. I. ix. c. 6. p. 410. | 
N. B. The ſame Wards are quoted by Cyrill of Alexandra, WM i 
| as Ariſtobulus's cn Word: (Cyrill. contr. * L iv. p. 1340) WM ts 
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5 
here intimates, that not only Pythagoras 
nd Plato, but Socrates alſo, and Orpheus, 
nd Hefod, and Homer, and Linus had drank 
: the fame Fountains, inriching their Theo- 
from the holy Scriptures e; nay, and 
— Ariſtotle's Philoſophy had taken ſeveral 
Things from the Law of Moſes and from 
the Prophets f, or depended upon them. 
| am aware that a learned Writer 2 of 
dur own, has hinted his Suſpicion that the 
Writings going under the Name of Ar:/ic- 
julus, were a Forgery of the ſecond Cen- 
uy: And another very conſiderable Au- 


dor“ ſeems in a great meaſure to favour the 
" WH vipicion. But other, as learned Writers, 
- WT think, that the Suſpicion is nor ſufficiently 


rounded, or is far from probable : And 
ome have profeſſedly undertaken to clear up 


eh, becauſe Ariſtobulus had quoted them from Megafthenes ; 
%% % Clemens and Euſebius oth quote them as Megaſthenes':, 
% % the very Manner of Expreſſion ſhews that they are net Ari. 


bus“ n. See Hody de Bibl. Text. p. 54. 
_ e Apud Euſeb. Præp. Evangel. I. xiii. c. 12. 
\ | * Ariſtobulus 2pud. Clem. Alex. Strom. V. p. 705. 
To 6 Hody de Bibl. Text. — l. i. c. 9. P. 49. & 1. iv. 
970. 
b Prideaux, 8 P. II. L i. p. 38. &c. Conf. Carpzov. 
Crit. Sacr. p. 490. 


lay | Fabric. Bibl. Græc. 1. iii. c. 11. Pp: 281. Wolfi Biblioth. 
4 Hebr. vol. I. p. 215. 
Jy 
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* 6120 
the objected Difficulties, and to aſſert * 
Genuineneſs of the Writings aſcribed to Ai. 
flobulusk. I make not myſelf a Party, or a 
Moderator in that Diſpute : Neither is it ne. 
ceſſary that I ſhould, ſince little depends up. 
on it as to our preſent Argument. If Arif. 
obulus's Pieces are genuine, then he is the 
firſt Man of the ancient Apologiſts (whom we 
have any Remains of) that ſo managed the 
Diſpute in Favour of Revelation againſt the 
Pagans : If nor, Fo/ephus then leads the Way, 
whom I come next to mention. 
Joſepbus, in his two Books againſt Apron, i; 
very full and particular upon the ſame Ar- 
gument. He obſerves, that the famous F). 
thagoras, the Father of the Pagan Philoſo-| 
phy and Theology, was well acquainted with 
the Few!/h Inſtitutes, and was a great Admitet 
and Follower of them!: Which he confirms by! 
the Teſtimony of the Pagan Biographer Her- 
mippus, who in his Life of Pythagoras, had ob- 


* Whiſton's Appendix to the Literal Accompliſhmen, p 
134, Ofc. 141, fc. 

I ITIvbayoza; To'vuy 6 Tau. 4oxad ©» d, copic 59 
AD Tm Gon euTESHa tau virannkpi©> dee F Our 
co νν “/h, & poyey £/1Wkms Th rag zun dnss isn, ana % 
Cray avlav ix whess yeni. Joleph. contr. Ap, 
LE Cit p. 453. | 
ſerved 
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creed char that Philoſopher had taken ſyeral 


of his Notions from the Fer adopting them 
bor his own m. 


Jg epbus himſelf adds, chat it is ſaid with 


Truch, that that Philoſopher n fransferred many 


f the Jewiſh Rules into his own Philoſophy; 
hereby confirming what Ariſtobulus had (aid 


before. A little after, he obſerves from Clear- 
cus, a Diſciple of Ariſtotle, how that Phi- 


Hopher in his Travels had ſtruck up an Ac- 


quintance with a Few of extraordinary 


Worth, and had learned much from him“. 
Which again confirms what Ari/tobulus re- 
ports, of Aristotle's Philoſophy, that it deriy- 


n Tat d zrpar]: 2 EXE, ve IS x) Opgrav geg. 
us pO, ꝙ peraPrewy ei, raw, Hermipp. ap. Joſeph. 
bid. p. 453- This Hermippus liced about 250 Years before 
Chriſt, See Hod. Bibl. Text. p. 11. | 

n Afyeru ws d, 0 wne txav®> woke FT x 
Iwo; you peary eis T fabrd preTEVEY xiv PracroPiay. ibid. P. 


153. 


H ſeems here to allude to what had been ſaid des Ariſtobulus, 


525 1A T Tao ju welevey nay eis T £aury Dor wo 
rel. Ariſtobul, a. Clem. Alex. Strom. 1. p- 111. This I 
We as a probable Argument to prove that Ariſtobulus's Pieces 
ere then extant ; only Joſephus would not name him, becauſe 


the T; imany of one of his own 8 ide would have weighed little 
Wth the Adverſary. 


o Joſeph. contr. Apion. 1. i. c. 22. p. 454, 455. Clem, 
«x, Strom. 1. p. 358. Euſeb. Prep. Evang. 1. ix. c. 5, 6. 
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g cd ſeveral Things from the Law and Pro- 
Phets = 
f From Feſephus the For, I may now pro. 
N ceed to Chriſtian Fathers and Apologiſts, 
Faſtin Martyr, in his firſt Apology, expreſſes | 

himſelf thus. © Moſes is older than any of 
ce the Greet Writers: And as to what the 

« Philoſophers and Poets have faid, either of 

« the Immortality of the Soul, or .of Puniſh- | 

* ments after Death, or of Contemplation of 

* heavenly Things, or the like Doctrines, they | 

* took their Lin from the Prophets, whom | 
they conſulted and built upon; and by 

this Means ſome Sceds of Truth ſeem 6 

to have been ſcattered amongſt all: Tho 

at the ſame Time it is evident, from their | 
notorious diſagreeing amongit themſelves 

9 8 they underſtood not choſe Things to 

any Degree of Exactneſs 4 ” | 
? See ab97r2. p. 9. t 
1 hpersi rigs , Mari, R T or EI rm1ovy youlten | 
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Br ro ear, * EE1Y 17 007 o. 282 Few Tio are:usln | 
7 SA Harti gie. A , 5 3 14% & 15 21595 volle urg, 7 
e moles Jak aywor, Juſt. Mart. Apol. 1. c. 57. 
P. 86. Edit. Ox. p. 67. Cant. 
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The fame Tuſtin, in his Paræneſis, dwells 


upon the Argument more at large; obſerving 


that Orpheus, and Homer, and Solon, and Py- 
thagoras, and Plato had all been in Egypt, 


and had there learned to improve their Theo- 
ogy by the Help of My/es's Writings. He 
firſt allerts it in the general r, and then goes 
on to ſpeak more diſtinctly to every particu- 
lars: And when he comes in the Cloſe, to 
align his Reaſon for inſiſting ſo much upon 


this Topick, he tells his Readers, that it 
was to convince the Greeks, that there was 
no learning true Religion from them, who 


had nothing conſiderable of their own to boaſt 


of; and as to what they had borrow'd from 


Maſes and the Prophets, they had fo diſguiſed 


and disfigured it, that they had almoſt ſpoiled 


it. I ſpeak his Senſe, tho' not his very 
Words, | — | 

Next to Fuſtin, follows his Scholar Ta. 
lian, who expreſſes the ſame Thought more 


r Juſt. ad Grzc. cohort. c. xv. p. 76. Edit. Ox. 

s juſt. ibid. c. xv, xvi. — xxxv. 

ti Ld 2AV MINMOVEUT C4 TH 7091 VUVEG g xm, d Adres EnAnes, 
. 71aTe Y 6X95 t eras & duvarov c 20 r H 
unde cy ois ZI T 7 en £davuxFyray, 1016 Ti ge . dv- 


Nea, . M 72% 6 tc ei vns * AA 2 Mwotws 2 TP 
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juſt. FParæn. c. 35. P. 118. 
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diſtinctly, and is the beſt Comment upon 
him. He obſerves , that it were much more 
adviſable for the Pagans to take Moſes himſelf 
for their Guide, than to follow the Greet Phi. 
loſophers ſo much younger, and who had 
drawn their beſt Things from him, and not in 
the beſt Manner, not like skilful Men: For 
that many of their Sophiſts led by vain Cu- 
rioſity, had come to Moſes and other Fewijh 
Sages for Inſtruction, but had laboured to adul- 
terate it when they had done; either to make 
a Show of ſaying ſomething of their own, 
or elſe to cover up what they did not well 
underſtand, under a Miſt of Words, ſophiſti- 
cating the Truth with deviſed Fables. To 

proceed. 

Theophilus Biſhop of Antioch, about the 
Year of our Lord 180, takes Notice that the 
Pagan Poets and Philoſophers coming after 
the ſacred Prophers had ſtollen the Doctrine 


u K Xen or Taro Cevorrt r 7AIKIGN Fl ivey, LCA 7075 
A ns ievrolo' EAà ure, & KAT EFLYVWTIV 16 tuch 
9 YMeTh. 1 2 os xœr WUTS os exec mel 
Yice re d * * T xT, Mwrta * T 0f0iw; KUTHY ne. 
! Eyvwoay, & 2 dy xa] ns ata Ow 5 iv, 
Ti aixen 1010 beuge) beurepgy , 3mm; TH 07% Wn lt 
d The EXIT ASAGS Pyronoyias a—Daxarum)oe, rig uu⁰οοο 
Fiais T autre dg e !. Tatian. ad Græc. c. ki. 
135. Edit. Oxon. 
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of eternal Puniſbments from them, in order 
to give the more Strength and Weight to 
heir own Writings v. In another Place, he 
intimates, that they had derived the Notion 
of the Unity of God and of a future Fudg- 
nent, from the ſame Fountain x. The like 
he fays afterwards in reſpect of the Doctrine 
of the general Conflagration, that the Hea- 
then Poets ole the Notion from the Law and 


the Prophets ?. 


Bur of all the ancient Fake and Agolis 
ciſts, there is none more copious upon this 
Argument than Clemens of Alexandria. It 
b very frequent with him to call the Pagan 
Philoſophers and Poets, Thieves, or Plagia- 
nie, for their ſtealing ſo plentifully from the 


Jewiſh Church, to adorn their own Writ- 


ings; at the ſame Time not acknowledging 


" <7, TILWEAGY =" = a e rœſe t agi | 
16-0p0por "Y re 0 PrnoToper e ox T ayia YerOwv,, 
eis dh Dee avias daiurise yemPara. Theoph. ad 4 
1. c. xix. p. 62. Edit. Hamb. | f 

* H eviers Tires TH wud tn warles 2 ad, der 
ard 1076 T 09ÞyT1C, drs erg leg re &v7oig re x Tar 
4a e. Te Jes Moveroxiag *) LEATEDW;, xz N Aoirav wv 
2 Theoph. 1. 11. C. xi. p. 114. conf. 262. 

Kl. TECA xv rrh, YA eg, 9 un Jt ovTes, 
ar it ei 1076 TeoPurats, * .at i £29! Yoo por, 


K t. T4uTHR On Your 9 T T20P1Tay, Theoph. 1. ii 
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the Obligation 2. He preſſes the Charge 


home upon particular Men by Name, or ] 


Bodies of Men: Upon Pythagoras chiefly 
and Platob, as the two principal Men; but 
upon Numa alſo, and Thales d, and Socratese 
and Cleantbes and Antiſtbeness; upon Xeng- 


phon, and Ariſtoflei, and the whole Sect of 


the Stoichs k. He makes the like Char ge up- 


on the Heathen Poets in general !; and par. , 


ticularly upon Orpheus , Linus", Muſzus* 


Humer p, Hefiod a, and Pindar. : Bis Prook | 
of the Facts are not all of the ſame Kind, nor | 
of the ſame Weight, What he urges from | 
external Confeſſions, or Teſtimonies of Pagans | 
themſelves, as from Mrgaſthenes 5, Chharchus t | 
Numenius u, and Plato himſelf“, muſt be owned 


1 Clem. Alex. p. 369, 377, 378, 429, 650, 663, 699, | 


700, 733, 737. Edit. Oxon. 
a Clem. p. 60, 355, 358, 477, 662, 663. 


5 710. 

c Ibid. p. 358, 359 a Ibid. 704. 

e Ibid. p. 701. f Ibid. p. 60. 715. 

5 Ibid. p. 60. © b Ibid. p. 60. 

3 Thid. 358, 705. | * Ibid. p. 699, 708. 
I Ibid. p. 658. m Tbid. p. 659, 692. 
n Tbid. p. 659. o Ibid. p. 659. | 
P Ibid. p. * 707, 709. #4 Ibid. p. 659, 708. 
r Thid. 295. 5 Ibid. p. 360. 

e Ibid. 358. - ni" p. 413. | 


A Clem. P. 355. 358, 697. 


b Tbid. p. 60, 176, 223, . 355, 358, 419, 662, 701, | 


(75 
b be ſolid and convincing, ſo far as it reaches. 
to the artificial Arguments, or Preſumptions 
lawn from the Similitude of Thoughts or Ex- 
prelſions, taking in the ſuperior Antiquity of 
92 and the Certainty of the Fact that many 
oh Poets and Phitojophers had been in 
Eript, where they might have learned ſome- 
thing at firſt or ſecond Hand from the Fews: 
Thele and the like Conſiderations have their 
Weight and Credibility, but =_ ſometimes 
ably be extended too far. 

The particular Doctrines, Notions, ot Prin- 
ciples, which Clemens ſuppoſes to have been 
thus borrow'd by the Pagans from the Jeuss, 
or from ſacred Writ, are ſuch as I ſhall juſt 
vriefly mention: Firſt, the main Subſtance, 
or belt Part of their Ethicks, or Morality x; 
next, their moſt conſiderable Laws y, either 
in Minos's, or Lycurgus's, or Zateucus's, or So- 
s“; Mercy towards brute Beaſts *; then the 
Unity of Godb; the Trinity allo<, and the 
acrednels of the Seventh-Day 4; the Omni- 
preſence or over-ruling Power of the Deity ©; 

X Ibid. p. 469. 9 P Ibid. p- 422. 

See p. 422. compare p. 356. 80 : 

* Ibid. p. 477. | b Ibid. p. 714, &c. 

* | P 71 I, . d Ibid. 713. 

P. 723, 724 0 
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the Doctrine alſo of the Neſurrection and 


of future Judgment *, and of the everlaſting | : 
Puniſhments in Hell b, with the Bleſſednes Wl p 
of Heaven: Add to theſe the Notion of good i 5 
and evil Angels k, and of the Creation of the . 
World h and of the general Conflagratim u. 6 
Some obſcure Knowledge of all theſe Doctrine, WM ,, 
Clemens ſuppoſes to have been conveyed by WM ge 
Scripture or Hear-ſay, or Tradition from the pr 
Hebrews to the Gentile World; but that the . 
Pagans had much depraved, or diſguiſed the | 
Doctrines fo received. b. 
Tertullian, of the ſame Century, proſecute: Wl g. 
the ſame Argument, in few, but in ſtrong er 
Words. He tells che Pagans, that they bor- by 
rowed their Laws, ſuch as were of moſt! 
value, from the older Laws of Moſes n. In Ml * 
another Place he asks, Which of their Poets, Wl .. 
and which of their Sophiſts had not drank WW Nc: 
f Clem. p. 711. _...0 Ihid. p. 522. "ih 
h Ibid. p. 700. 701. i Ibid. P. 722. p. 30ʃ 
* Ibid. p. 701. | Ibid. p. 701. 5 
m Tbid. p. 711, 712. | 1 
n Dum tamen ſciatis ipſas quoque Leges veſtras, quæ . quo i 


dentur ad innocentiam pergere, de divina Lege ut antiquiort, 
formam mutuatas: Diximus jam de Mos Etate. Terra 
Apol. c. xlv. p. 372. Edit. Haverc. 


vi 


lore, 


l. 


al 


3 
it the Fountain of the Prophets n? And he 
archer ſays, that from thence it was that the 


Philoſophers had quench'd their learned 


Thirſt : But he intimates withal, that they 


hid corrupted and mangled what they had 
o taken, and had endeavoured to wreſt and 


warp it to their own Hypotheſes , not ſuf- 


iciently conſidering that a divine Writing is 
privileged from ill uſage, and ought not be ſo 


profaned. 

Minutius Felix expreſſes the ſame Thou ofin 
obſerving, that the Philoſophers had taken 
ſeyeral Things from ſacred Writ, but had adul- 
erated what they took, and delivered it but 
by Halves p. | 


 Quis Poetarum, Quis Sophiſtarum, qui non de Prophe- 
tram Fonte potaverit ? Inde igitur & Philoſophi ſitim inge- 
i ſurrigaverunt. Tertull. Apol. c. xlvii. p. 396. Conf. ad 
Nation. J. ii. c. ii. 

o di quid in Sanctis offenderunt Digeſtis, exinde regeſtum 
fro inſtituto Curioſitatis ad propria verterunt, neque ſatis cre- 
entes divina eſſe quo minus interpolarent, neque, &c. ibid. 


p. 306. 


? Animadvertis Philoſophos eadem difputere quæ nos 5 


ucimus: Non quod nos ſimus eorum veſtigia ſubſecuti, ſed 
quod illi de divints prædicationibus Prophetarum , umbram in- 
terpolatæ veritatis imitati ſunt. Sic etiam conditionem renaſ- 


(nd: ſipientium clariores, Pythagoras, & præcipuus Plato, cor- 


tupta & dimidiata Fide tradiderunt, &c. Minuc F. c. xxxiii. 
> 189, 196. Edit. Cant. | 


* 


C 2 Origen 


4 
1 
1 
[1 
7 
] 


( 20 ) 

Origen diſcovers the fame Sentiments, in 
more Places than one of his Treatiſe againſt | 
Celſus. He refers to Hermippus, which 7. 
ſepbus had before done, as a Voucher, that 
Pythagoras had borrowed his Philoſophy, in | 
part from the Jeus . In another Place he | 
intimates that Plato probably might hae 
learned ſome Things from the Jews n Egypy, | 


"JW — 3 8 8 


vhich he afterwards diſguiſed for fear of gin. 
ing Offence to the Greeks r. He elſewhere 
ſpeaks more poſitively of Plato's borrowing | 
ſome of his Expreſſions or Notions, either di. { 
rectly from Scripture, or at ſecond Hand WM « 
from his Converſe with the Hebrews. And t 
he takes Notice alſo of Numenius (a Pytho. WM i 
gorean of the ſecond Century) his ſpeaking MW t 
reſpectfully of the Jews *, and of his borrow- Wl A 
ing ſeveral Things from M ges and the Pri or 
Pbets u. 
Our next Author is Lactantius, who, tho 
he agrees with the other Fathers and Apo- 
faru 
q Ale. 5 x; ESL lo o THY Wes rw AY % cop 
yr ive, NvSayoggy © £4075 Ginor0 Day axe 150 (fm ei E201 | Fug 
£y&/4y. Origen. contr. Cell. 1. i. Pp. 13. ON 
x Origen. cont. Cell. l. iv. p. 190. . 
Origen. ibid. 1. vi. p. 288. ch. lib. vi. P. 351 35% 3 
t Origen. ibid. I. i. p. 13. Ten 


u Origen. ibid. p. 198. | 
| ; logill 
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logiſts in the main Thing, that the Pagans 


did borrow from the Hebrews ſeveral of their 


belt Notions, yet he ſeems to differ from them 
in ſome conſiderable Circumſtances. For his 
Opinion appears to be, that they did not re- 
ceiye thoſe Doctrines at firſt hand, by reading 


the Scriptures themſelves, neither yet at the 


ſecond hand, by converſing with the He- 
brews, but by a more remote and obſcure 


Channel of Conveyance, by uncertain Hear- 


ay, or blind and very corrupt Tradition w; 
ſo that the Pagan Philoſophers did not them- 


ſelyes deprave what they had fo taken, but 


they received it depraved, and could not make 
ir better than they found ir. This appears 
to be Lactantius's real Senſe of the Matter. 
Accordingly, he denies that ever Pythagoras 
or Plato reſorted directly to the Fes, or (as 

his 


v Nullas enim literas veritatis attigerant ; {ed quæ Prophe- 
arum vaticinio tradita in facrario Dei continebantur, ea de 
Fabulis & obſcura Opinione collecta, & depravata (ut veritas I 
vulgo ſolet variis ſermonibus diſſipata corrumpi, nullo non ad- 
dente aliquid ad id quod audierant) carminibus ſuis compre- 
henderunt. Ladtant. Inſtit. I. ii. c. x. p. 95. Edit. Cant. 


Quia myſterium divini Sacramenti neſciebant. & ad eos 


mentio NReſurrectionis futuræ obſcurorum ore pervenerat, eam 
jero temere ac leviter auditam, in modum commentitiæ Fa- 
bulæ 


( 22) 
his Argument ſeems to imply) chat they con. 
verſed at all with them x. 


Some have gladly laid hold on this paſſige 
of Lactantius, diſliking the Hypotheſis of the 


other Fathers, and looking upon this ſingle ; 


Opinion of Ladtantius, as weighty in it (elf, 


and ſufficient to counterballance all the reſts, | 


Others, on the contrary, think that Lactan. 
tius has betray'd great Ignorance * in what 
has ſaid, and that his ſingle Opinion is of ſmall 

* 


bulæ prodiderunt. Et tamen 1idem teſtati ſunt, non Auctorem 
ſe certum ſequi; ut Maro qui ait: Sit mihi Fas audita qui. 


Quamvis igitur veritatis arcana, in parte, corruperint, tamen 


ipſa res eo verior invenitur, quod cum Prophetis in parte com 
ſentiunt; quod nobis ad probationem rei ſatis eſt. 72. l. vii, 


c. xxii. p. 397. 
* Unde equidem ſoleo mirari, quod cum Pythagoras & 


poſtea Plato, amore indagandæ veritatis accenſi ad Zgyptic, f 
& Magos, & Perſas uſque penetraſſent, — ad Judæos tamen 
non acceſſerint, penes quos tunc ſolos [ Religio] erat, & quo | 


facilius ire potuiſſent. Sed averſos eſſe arbitror divina Providen- 


tia, quia nondum fas erat alienigenis hominibus Religionem Dei 


veri, juſtitiamque cognoſcere. Ladtant. l. iv. c. ii. p. 176. 
y See Marſham Can. Chron. Sec. 19. p. 152. Franeq. Edit. 
Clerici Epiſt. Crit. vii. p. 228. Hodii Text. Bibl. I. iv. 


* 


quod ex ſequentibus fiet manifeſtum. Selden. de Jur. N. & 
Ii. c. 2. p. 14. 


2 Nec enim ſatis didicerat Lackantius five Pythagoræ, five | 
Platonis res, cum eos minime Judæos acceſſiſſe ſcriplit. 1d | 


Splendide | 


p23) 


Weight againſt many more valuable Writers, 


dome have endeavour'd to excuſe him in this 
Affair, and to reconcile him with the other 
Fathers, by ſaying, that he might mean only 
that Pythagoras and Plato did not go into 
Judea, however they might have converſed 
with Fews in Egypt, or elſewhere . But 
Lafantius probably meant that they never 
converſed with the Fews at all; and his Argu- 
ment ſeems to require that he ſhould mean fo. 
Inſhort then, we muſt either give up La#an- 
jus, as to thoſe particular Facts relating to 
Pythagoras and Plato, or elſe {et aſide a Num- 
ber of other more conſiderable Authorities. 
But as to his main Notion, that the Pagans, 
many of them, borrowed their beſt Princi- 
ples from Revelation remotely, and by ob- 
(cure Tradition, rather than by reading of 


pPplendide ergo halucinatur Lactantius, cum mirari fe ait, 


de. Conceptis enim verbis tradit Porphyrius, in vita Pytha- 
gore, Agyptios, Arabes, Chaldæos & Ebræos ipſum adiiſſe, 
Ke. Huet. Dem. Evang. Prop. iv. p. 45. 3 

Splendide enim, quum id ſcriberet, erraviſſe Lactantium. 
non modo ea quæ produximus Teſtimonia arguunt, ſed & res 
pla loquitur, &c. Witfi Hgyptiaca. l. iii. c. 13. p. 276. 

2 See Baltus defenſe dez. 88. Peres accuſez de Platoniſme. 


ir. p. 612. Nourrii Apparat. ad Bibl. Max. Vol. I. p. 386, 
387. 5 


7 =, ſacred 


Emm ̃ u Ree ew - 


F 


* _ = OS — 
——ä——ä4— — 
= 

/ 


Preparation, takes in almoſt every Thing 


our preſent Topick. His tenth Book in Pars | 


riſon. 


whom [I ſhall have Occaſion again to men- 


(24) | 
cred Writ, or converſi ing directly wich Jeu, q 
there appears to be both Senſe and Truth in 
ir; of which I ſhall ſay more when I come |} 
ro paſs a Judgment upon the general Argu- 
ment. 
J may next mention the learned Euſebius, 
who in his celebrated Treatiſe of evangelical | 


that others had ſaid before him, relating to | 


ticular is very diffuſe and copious, in ſhewing | 
that Plato and other Philoſophers had bor- 
rowed much the greateſt and beſt Part of g 
their Theology and Ethicks from the Holy | H 
Scriptures. His 11th Book is taken up in np 
ſpecifying the Particulars wherein Plato's Ml: | 


Doctrine agrees with ſacred Writ; and his be 


12th and r3th Books _ on the Compa- Wl i; | 


I paſs over Athanaſius 156 Philaſtrius, 


tion: I omit Ambroſe b allo, and Auſtin , and 
Cyrill d, who have ſome Things to our Pur- | 


b Ambroſ. Serm. ii. in Pſalm. 118. Epiſt. 1. i. Ep. 6. 

e Auſtin. de Doctr. Chriſtian. 1. ii. c. 43. Retract. U i 
e. . De civit. Dei. L wii e. 11. 

d Cyrill. Alexand. contr. Jul. 1.1. p. 29. — 34. Lib. 
li. p. 47. Edit. Lipſ. 


pole, 


„ 


zoſe, that I may come the ſooner to Theodos 
rt, who has treated this Argument as cloſe- 
% as learnedly, and as judiciouſſy as any of 
he Ancients, in his Therapeuticks. He ob- 
ves, that the moſt celebrated Pagan Sa- 
os, Pherecydes, Pythagoras, Thales, Solon, 
ad Plato, had all cravelled, in their Times, 
into Egypt, and had there been inſtructed 
about the true God, and true Religion; not 
by the Egyptians only at ſecond Hand, bur 
it firſt Hand alſo by the Hebrews them- 
ches. And for Proof thereof, he appeals to 
he Teſtimonies or Confeſſions of Pagans, 
ſach as Plutarch, Porphyry, and Numenius e. 
He makes mention alſo of Pythagoras's hay- 
ng been circumciſed f during his Stay in Egypt, 
Rite which the Egyptians (he ſays) muſt 
aye taken from the Hebrews. As to Plato 
in particular, Theodoret frequently takes No- 
ice, how much that Philoſopher had improy- 
ed his own Sentiments, and inriched his 
Works by what he had learned of the Jews 8, 


* Theodoret. Therapeut. Serm. i. p. 466, 467. Edit. 

Part, | | 
Theodor. ibid. p. 467. conf: Clem. Alex. Strom. i. c. 15. 

354. a : | 

5 Theod. ibid. p. 489, 490, 495, 498, 505, 506, 567. 
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And he ſometimes hints the like of Anaragoras 
alſo, and Socrates, and Orpheush. He takes No. 
t ice farther, that the Philoſophers which lived | 
after Chriſt, namely, Plutarch, Numenius, Ph. 
tinus, Amelius, and Atticus had not only been 
, inſtructed by the Old Teſtament (as Plato before 
them had been) but by the New Teftament allo, | 
improving their Philoſophy with what they had 
ſtollen from Both i. So much for Theodoret 

I need not deſcend lower, to Writers of the 
ſixth, ſeventh, or later Centuries. Enough 
has been produced from the earlieſt Apolo. 
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giſts (Fews and Chriſtians) to give us a jult il 6 
Idea of the Argument, and of what they in- ce 
tended by it. It is now proper I ſhould com: WW fl 
' to perform what I have promifed; namely, WM tic 
to examine ſtrictly what real Truth or Force WWW ov 
there is in it. lea 
This Enquiry is the more neceſſary, be-. mi 
cauſe there may be an Extreme either Way laci 
either by extending the Argument too far ten 
laying more Streſs upon it, than it can juſt 
bear; or not allowing enough to it, but! 1 
throwing a Kind of Slight and Contempt 5 
upon it. Two very conſiderable Writers, u = Li 


+4 
94 


h Theodoret. ibid. p. 490, 491, 492, 495. 
i Theodorct. ibid. p. 499, 500, 505, 573, &c 


1 


Jobn Marſbam k, and Dr. Spencer, appear 
to have flighted it too much. They have 
pot only called in queſtion the prevailing Opi- 
nion of the ancient Apologiſts, but they have 

run directly counter to it; pretending that the 
Pagans did not borrow from the Jews, but 
tat the Fewws rather copied after the Egypti- 
ans, or other Pagans, in ſuch Inſtances as 
Both agree in: A ſtrange Way of turning 5 
the Tables, confounding Hiſtory and invert- 
ing the real Order of Things. But their 
Pleas and Pretences have been diſtinctly and 
ſlidh/ confuted by the learned Wiiſſus v. The 
celebrated Le Clerc n has in a great Meaſure 
fallen in with the two Gentlemen before men- 
ton d, having a favourite Hypotheſis of his 
own to ſerve, as they alſo had theirs. But a 
karned Frenchman took the Pains to exa- 
mine his Reaſonings, and to unravel his Fal- 
lacies. The moſt ſpecious and plauſible Pre- 
tence, which thoſe three learned Moderns 


k Marſham. Can. Chron. Sec. 9. p. 152. 
| Spencer de Leg. Hebr. p. 285, 650. Edit. Cant. 1727. 
n Witſfi Agyptiaca. p. 277, &. conf. Car paov. Introd. 

2d Libr. Bibl. Par. i. p. 45, 105, Kc. 483. | 

u Clerici Epiſt. Crit. vii. p. 216, Kc. 

o Paltus defenſe dez SS. Peres, &c. J. iv. 608, &c. 
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have gone upon is, that the Jes were a ſmall 

and a contemptible People ?, and that there. MI t 

fore it is much more likely that they ſhould Ml 6 
| take Rules from the other great and flouriſh. : 7 
10 ing States, than the contrary. But it is not t 
| a fair Account of the Fews, to call thema WM ! 
1 contemptible People, from the Teſtimony WM 1 
194 only of a few prejudiced Writers, their bit. | tt 

tereſt Adverſaries, and roo much given to ie 
1 romancing; ſuch as Tacitus, for Inſtance, dh 
= whom Tertullian wittily ſtyles Mendaciorun ql 
1 loguaciſſimus a, and juſtly too, ſo far as con. WI th 
F cerns our preſent Argument. Joſepbus has te 
. well vindicated his Nation (in his two Books W 
. againſt Apion, and elſewherer) from ſuch un- A. 
6 worthy Reproaches, and has abundantlyſhown WW in 
| how much the Jes were reſpected and ho- Cc 
d ö | noured even in the Decline of cheir State, dei 
} among the Heathen Countries of greateſt Fi- (uf 
lf gure and Fame: And Scripture ir ſelf bears WW Ot 
3 Teſtimony to the Times going before. Cer- WM 7h 
b tainly God's Deſign was, that That Nation mu 
] 1 ſhould be honoured above all Nations in the Wil mag 
l Sight of the Heathen, for the excellency of I nn 


p See Spencer, 285, 286, 650. 

q Tertullian. Apol. c. 16. p. 157. 

r joſeph. Antiq. Jud. I. xij, c. 3, 4- | 
| their 


(29) 

their Laws, and the Dignity of their Conſtitu- 
tion. So thought Moſes, when he faid, Be- 
hold, J have taught you Statutes and 
Judgments, —— keep therefoze and do 
them: For this is your Misdom and 
your Underſtanding in the Sight of the 
Nations ; which ſhall hear all theſe Sta- 
tutes, and ſay, ſurely this great Nation 
is a wiſe and underſfanding People . If 
this be Truth and Fact, (and no one can 
queſtion it that believes the holy Scriptures) 
then undoubtedly the Nations all around Fu- 
dea might be ambitious to learn from thoſe, 
whoſe Wiſdom they ſhould ſo much admire : 
And it might be ſtrongly argued from this 
ingle Text, that the Thing would be fo of 


derations before mention'd, may ar leaſt be 
ſufficient to take off the firſt and principal 
Objetion againſt the Thing in general. 
There are other ſlighter Objections, not fo 
much affecting the main Cauſe, as the Ma- 
nagement of it, or the Exceſſes ſome have 
run into, which may all be avoided by pro- 
per Cautions and Diſtinctions, and a juſt 


e 


if 


Deut. iv. 5, 6. 


Statin g 


Courſe. However, this and the other Conſi- 
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(30) 
Stating of the Caſe, which is what am now 


coming to. 
It may be any that both Ancients * 


| Moderns have ſometimes extended the Com. 


pariſon between Scripture and Pagan Philo- 
ſophy too far, have imagined ſeveral Paral- 
leliims where there really were none; as there 
is a great deal of Room for Fancy in ſuch 
Caſes, and it is very eaſy to exceed. | 
It may be allowed allo, that ſome Modern 
eſpecially, otherwiſe great and learned Men, 


have often ſtrained a Point too far, in endea. | 
vouring to deduce all the Heathen Myths. | 


bgy from Scripture Hiſtory. Huetius, for 
Inſtance, to name no more, has undoubted- 


ly exceeded in that Way, and has been juſtly | 
_ cenſured for it by the more judicious *. 

It may further be admitted, that ſuch as 
have treated this Argument (whether Anci- | 
ents or Moderns) have not always been care- 
ful ro diſtinguiſh the ſeveral Channels by | 
which revealed Light was conveyed to the | 


Gentile World; or have not been content to 


reſt in genes, when they — moſt {afely 


© Ser Fabricius. Biblioth. Antiqua p. 29. Buddeus Analech, 
13, 57. 71. 


* 


. 


A ' 


and 3 bare done it. That ſuper- 
natural Notices, and revealed Light, were 


communicated, more or leſs, to the Bulk of Man- 


kind, in every Age, is moſt certain, and un- 
conteſtable: But whether directly by Scrip- 
jure, or by other more oblique, or more re- 
nate Means, may often admit of a Diſpute. 
The Pagans might be inſtructed in divine 
Things, either by reading the Scriptures, or 
by converſing with Jews, or by converſing 
with other Nations that had been acquaint- 


ed with Jews; or by Means of publick Edits 


of ſeveral great Princes that had favoured the 


Jews; or laſtly, by Tradition handed down 


to them from Abraham, or from Noa, or 


from the fit Parents of Mankind. Now, 
ſince revealed Light, more or leſs, might break 
out upon the Pagan World, all cheſe ſeveral 
Ways; it is not neceſſary, in every Caſe, to 
determine which Way it came; much leſs 
can it be neceſſary to believe that every Pagan 
Pbilgſopher or Poet had ſeen the Holy Scrip- 


ture, only becauſe he had hit upon ſome 


Things conſonant to Scripture, and ſuch as 


probably were not owin g to mere natural 
Light. 


Bur to be a little more particular, give me 
7 | leaye 


1 


leave to ſay N diſtinctly, of the ſeve- 
ral Channels of Conveyance before men. 
tion'd. 


I. The firſt of them is undoubtedly the 
beſt and ſureſt, viz. the Reading of the Serip. 
tures. It is reaſonable to believe, that ſuch 

Philoſophers as lived after Chriſtianity became 
generally known, did improve their Philo. 
ſophy, both religious and moral, from the | 
Old and New Teſtament, or at leaſt from 
what they had ſome Way or other learned 
of Fews, or Chriſtians. Many of the junior 
Platoniſts, as Numenius, Apuleius, Maximus 
Tyrius, Plotinus, Amelius, Porphyry, Fam 
Blichus, Hierocles and Proclus, thus refined 

and improved their Theology from Chriſti- 
an Principles, in order to combate Chriſtiani- 
ty the more ſucceſsfully, turning againſt her 
her own Artillery. We may obſerve alſo (as 
has been often obſerved) that the Pagan 

Morality was much improved, after Chriſti. 

anity appeared; as may be ſeen by the Writ- 
ings of Seneca, Epictetus, Plutarch, and Mar- 
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7 | 
cus Antoninus: Which may be juſtly attribu- iT. 
_ Pilot 

u See Baltus Defenſe dez SS. Peres. I. iv. c. 6. p. 475, Copia 
&c. Gale's Court of the Gentiles. Part II. B. iii. c. 4. hulof 
| es 4 gan 


633) f 
ed either to their having had a Sight of 
the Holy Scriptures, or to their having 
kaned ſomething of the Principles and 
Manners of Chriſtians, by Converſation with 
them, or from common Fame. There is 
z remarkable Letter of Julians, which 
may give us a juſt Idea of this Matter, and 
of the Emulation raid among the Pa- 
| gans, by the excellency of the Chriſtian Mo- 
ab 


Il, To go a Step farther backwards, it is 
raſonable to think, that from the Time that 
the Hebrew Scriptures had been tranſlated 
no Greek, either in whole or in Part (277 
fears, ar leaſt, before Chriſt) I lay, from that 
- Wh Tine it is reaſonable to think, that the Pa- 
as improved their Theology and Morality, 
i; WJ note or leſs, by them). It has indeed been 


n ſuggeſt- | 

T =. = | 

. Julian. ad Arſacium Pontif. Galat. Epiſt. xlix. p 429. | 
Edit. Lip. | 5 | 

2 7 Ptolemzus Rex Ægypti juſſit conſcribi, atque poni 

U- in Templum, ut venientibus de Achaia, atque aliis provinciis, | 
Plloſophis, Poetis, & Hiſtoriographis cupientibus, legendi 

16, copia non negaretur. Undè & maxime argumenta ſumentes 


| Philoſophi, Poetæ, atque Hiſtoriographi, ſicuti voluerunt, ad ſua E 
d Fazanitatis mendacia tranſtulerunt, aliiſque nominibus rudes 
= - Puerorum 
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confuted *; fo that I need not fay more of 


Jewiſh Theology or Morality this Way, it 


, wy" e 


TIF 
ſuggeſted by a learned Writer, that even the 


Greek Verſion of the feventy, was altogether | 


unknown to the learned Pagans for many | P; 
Years after, or intirely neglected by them 2. Wl 
But his Reaſonings on that Head are ſhort of t 
Proof, and have been, in a great Meaſure, . 


them. 


III. I am next to obſerve, that tho? it were 
ſuppoſed that the Pagans never read the Scrip- 
tures, yet they might become acquainted, in 
ſome Degree, with the Fewi/b Doctrines, by 
converſing with Fews diſperſed into diſtan I 
Quarters. And if Pythagoras, or Plato, o 
Ariſlotle, or Others, learned ſomething of the 


comes to the ſame Thing in the Main; for 
then they owed ſuch Knowledge, in the lat 
Reſort, to divine Revelation. 


rorum animos edocentes, legem Dei divinam irritam ſecalo 
facere properarunt, impietatiſque ſemina in ſono verborum, 
in periculoſis Sententiis confirmarunt ; quorum causa dicebat 
& dominus, Fures atque Latrones eos fuiſſe in omnibus, atque 
ab omnibus cognoſcendos. Philaſtr. de Hæreſ. c. cri 4 
305. conf. Clem. Alex. 366, 368. b 8 
z Hody. de Bibl. Text. p. 101. | e 
a. See Baſnage's Hit. of the Jews. l. v. c. 6. 8. 16. 5. 


IV. 


8 


V. But | ſuppoſing that thoſe 4 other 
Pagans had neither read the Fewiſh Scrip- 


ures, nor converſed directly with Fews; yet 
f they had converſed with Egyptians, or 


Perſians, or Phæniciaus, or Chaldeans, or 


hers that had been before inſtructed by the 


Herews, they might in that Way come at 
he Knowledge of revealed Truths. The 


C Erptians had many Opportunities, at vari- 


os Times, of imbibing the Fewiſh Princi- 
pes, and adopting their Rires *. The Per- 
fans allo, eſpecially from the Time of Cyrus, 
(536 Years before Chri/?) had, or might have 
lad a competent Knowledge of the true God, 
ad the true Religion from the Jets, and 
night communicate the ſame to others. Ac- 
cordingly, ſore learned Men have thought 
hat Pythagoras fetched his Knowledge of 
dine Things from thence, taking them from 
ne Magians, and particularly from Zoro- 
res ©, that is, at ſecond hand from the 
jews, The Phenicians likewiſe, being near 
Neighbours to the Hebrews, might learn 


b Se Witſil ZEgyptiaca, 1. ij. c. 12. p. 261, — &c. 
de Prideaux Connect. Part. i. B. iv. p. 228, 229. 
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many Things of them, and conyey the fame 
to the Greeks, or other Nations. And thus 
ſome learned Men account for what 07 
pbeus and Linus may have written conſonau 
ro Scripture Doctrine d. f 

Add to this, that it has been generally 
the Method of divine Providence, from thel 
Time that the Jews grew up to be a Peo. 
ple, to notify the true God, and the tri 
Religion by them, to the Princes and Po. 
tentates of the World, either in the ven 
Capital of their Empire, as at Niznev, 
Babylon, &c. or in ſuch Place and Man 
ner as ſhould render the Thing moſt now 
rious. It cannot be doubted, but that the 
Fame of the true God and true Religic 


muſt have ſpread, that Way, over a great 


Part of the Gentile World. The feyerd 
publick Edicts of Artaxerxes e, Darius 5) G. 


rus s, the elder Darius and of Nebuchat: 


d Cum Phcenicibus vetus Atticæ incolis, Tonum antiquiſi 
mis, interceſſiſſe commercium Grotius docuit. Linuma Pl. 
nice veniſſe tradunt veteres: Et Orpheus ſua a Phœnicibu 
hauſit; Phcenices ab Hebreis. Witſ. Ægypt. p. 174. Vi 
Grot. de verit. Rel. Chriſtian. 1. i. c. xvi. p. 32. 

e Ezra vii. 12, 13. 

Ezra vi. 10. 

8 Ezra i. 1, 2. Chron. xxxvl. 22, * 

h Dan. vi. 25, 26. | 


7 


A0 


1 
nt zar, 2 the Suppoſition unqueſtion- 


able k; to ſay nothing of other . be- 
fore and after them. 


V. Another er Conveyance was 
Tradition down from Abraham, who was 
the grand Reſtorer of true Religion, befors 
ſunk in Chaldea (and perhaps in ſeveral other 
Places) and Father of many and great Na- 


tions. He has this Teſtimony given him by 


God himſelf, in Geneſis. J know him, that 
he will command his Children and his 
Pouſhold after him: And they ſhall 
keep the Way of the Lo2d, to do Juſtice 
and Judgment. We want ancient Hi- 
ſtory to inform us more particularly how Re- 
ligion was ſcattered about the World by this 
Means; only we may be certain in the ge- 
neral, that ſo it was. If the whole Nation of 
the Aſſpyr1ans were the Poſterity of Abraham, 
ſo called from Aſburim m, deſcended from 


Abraham by Keturah, (as an ancient Writer 


1 Dan. iv. 1, 2. iii. 29. 
* See Poſt/cri Pt to __ Part of Scripture vindicated, p- 
14 5, & 
| Gen. xviii. 19. 
w Gen. XXV. 3. 
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in Joſephus v aſſerts, and a learned Modern 


now lately has undertaken to maintain) we 
may then the more eaſily account for the 
quick Repentance of the Ninevites, upon 
the warning given them by a fingle Prophet 
of Jrael, as well for their Manner of ex- 
preſſing their Repentance; not like Idala- 
ters, but true Worſhippers P: They had 


not altogether forgot the Religion of their 
Fathers. This, I fay, may be a probable 


Account of that remarkable Affair; unleſs we 
chuſe rather, as ſome do d, to reſolve it all 


n ſoſeph. Antiq. Jad. Lib. i. c. xv. p. 44. Edit. Haver 


camp. 


0 Joh. Frider. Schrocerus Imperinm Babylonis & Mini. 


Sect. ii. p. 105, &c 
P See Jonah 1 Mt. 5, 8, 9. Matt. xii. 41. 
q Etenim cum Nineve emporium fuerit per totum Ori 


entem celeberrimum, & cum iplis Fudeis quoque Incolis 


ejus commercia interceſſerint, Religionis Jadaicæ profecto 
ignari eſſe non poterant. Atque iſtud ſane eo mihi 
fit veriſimilius, quod Jonæ divinam iram annuntianti ſtatim 
habuerint fidem, & ad ejus Præſcriptum mores ſuos compo- 
ſuerint. Crediſne, ſi Religionem Judaicam, aut pro inpta ha- 
buiſſent, aut alla, aut nulla ejus imbuti fuiſſent notitia, eos 


virum Judæ um mandata numinis ad eos perferentem tam fa- 
cile fuiſie admiſſuros? Næ, qui iſtud aſſeruerit, indolem Ho- 
minum parum exploratam habet. Budd. Parerga. p. 426. 
compare Lorothh on Jon. iii. 3. 


into 


. 


77. 2. 0S.. 
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into the Acquaintance they belore: had with 
the Nation of the Fews, and the awful 
Senſe they were under of the many wonder- 
ful Works God had wrought for that Peo- 
ple. Burl proceed. 


VI. There is yet another more general 


Way by which revealed Religion, in ſome 


of the principal Heads or Articles of it, 
has been diffuſed thro' the World; I mean 
Tradition delivered down from Noah, or 
from the firſt Parents of the whole Race, 
who received it immediately from God, 


The Doctrine of one true God ſupreme, 


might probably come this Way, and be ſo 


diffuſed to all Mankind r. The like may 


be ſaid of the Doctrine of an over - ruling 
Providence, and of the Immortality of the 
Soul, and a future State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, Theſe general Principles, ſo 


univerſally believed and taught in all Ages 
and Countries, are much better referred to 


Diſcat ergo Fauſtus, vel potids illi qui ejus literis delectantur, 
Mnarchiz Opinionem non ex Gentibus nos habere; ſed Gen- 
tes non uſque adeo ad falſos Deos eſſe delapſas, ut Opini- 
cm amitterent zuius veri Dei, ex quo eſt omnis qualiſcun- 


que Natura, Auguſtin. cont. Man ich. Lib. xx. c. 19. P. 345 


1 
Parr. archal Tradition, than to any later 
and narrower Source . I know not whe. 
ther the ſame Obſervation might not be as 
juſtly made of ſome other Doctrines; as f 
the Creation of the World*, and Gro | 
of human Nature u, and perhaps of ſeveral | 
more of ſlighter Conſideration. 

Beſides Doctrines, there have been com- 
mon Kites and Cuſtoms derived very pro. | 
bably from the fame general Source, be- 
cauſe widely (or in a manner univerſally) | 


Certum eſt multos Ritus & Traditiones Ethnicorum longe 
antiquiores eſſe eccleſia Fadaica, ideoque à Fudæis eos hæe 
non deſumpfiſſe ſed potitis a communi Fonte, nempè à Patri- | 

garcbis; quorum multi, ut Terachus Abrahami Pater, in Ido- |} 
lolatriam degenerarunt. Nihilominds multas retinuerunt Ja- 
ditiones laudabiles : Ut de uno Deo cæteris omnibus ſuperiore, 
de immortalitate Animarum, & de judicio poſt mortem ſecu- 
turo, ac de Virtute Heroica. Has Traditiones multo pro- | 
babilius eſſe videtur eos ab antiquiſſimis Patriarchis, Japbet, | 
Cbami, imo & Semi Poſteris idololatricis accepiſſe, quam 3 | 
Judæis. Antiquiſſina Ægyptiorum & Romanorum Templ | 
fine Imaginibus fuere: Decimas Cabiris datas fuiſſe conſtat ex 
Dion. Halicarnaſſenſi. Cumberland. Origin. . p. 451- 
Conf. Viiſii Ægyptiaca. 1. ii. c. 15. 


t Vid. Witſii Agyptiaca. p. 170, — 174. 
Grotius de verit. R. Ch. I. i. e. 16. 2 
u Vid. Buddei Selecta juris N. & Gent. p. 242, — 
* Huetii Quzſt, Alnet. J. U, G ix. P · 16 [YL 


”-- 


. 


ſpread | 


ad 


Head. 


arlieſt Nations; 


(Ar) 
ſptead among Mankind; ſuch as the Cultoni 


bf Sacrifices, and of ſome Regard 
one Day in ſever, and of dedicating a Tenth, 
or Tithe to God. 
That Sacrifices were a Part of the Pa- 
trarchal Religion, not owing to human 
Invention, but to divine Appointment, 
| has been ſo often and fo ſtrongly argued; 
mud the Pretences to the contrary, fo fully 
aud fo juſtly exploded x, 
mins but little Room for Diſ pure upon that 


paid to 


that there re- 


As to tlie Sacredneſs of the Seventh Day; 
there appear Footſteps of it among 
tho the Reaſon of the 


Thing was not. ſufficiently underſtood by 


the Gentiles in later Times. 


Ariſtobulus 55 


1 Pid Johann. Meyer. Diatribe de Feſtis c. i. per tot. 


Buddei Select. juris Nat. p. 231, &c. Eccleſ : Apotol | 


p. 


&c. 


Sam. Baſnag. exercit. Hiſtorico-crit. p. 676. 


I41. 


Carpzovii Introduct. ad Libr. Bibl. Par. I. p. 1113 


Frid. Bucheri Antiq. Bibl. p. 388. 


Shuckford's Sacred and Profane Hi __ vol. I. P. 79. 


&c. 
J Ariſtobulus apud Euſeb. rep Evan. Lib, Xi. c. 12. 


þ: 667, 


Phils 


the 


2 2 


5 (42) 
Philo*, Foſephas* take Notice of the Uu. 
verſality of the Notion and Practice, and | 
it is by them made uſe of, as an Argument 
to ſhow, how the Pagans had borrowed | 
from the Hebrews. They might better have 
ſaid, how Both had borrowed from the fame | 
common Fountain of Patriarchal Tradi. 
tion. And this will be the beſt Way 
of compromiſing the Diſpute between ſuch | 
| Moderns as pretend that the Hebrews bor. 
rowed the Cuſtom of en Time by 
Feeks from the Egpptians , and thoſe on | 
the other Hand, who (ay, with more Pro- | 
bability, that the Egyptians borrowed it 
from the Hebrews c. The Truth ſeems to | 
be, that neither borrowed from each other, | 


2 Philo. de Vit. Moſ. "2+ ii. p. 656, 657. 28 Mund. 
Opif. p. 20. ö 
a Od row & To EAA vseriebi, 805 FFT 0 80. : 
25 IS), t3& py 2 Þ Booudd ©», uv 2/5 pd 7 pts, 70 | 
190. & du Po irnxt. Joſeph. contr. __ TT TS 


P. 49+ 
Conf. Theoph. Antioch. ad. Autol. L IL. c. 17. p. 3. 


Clem. Alex. Strom. v. p. 713. 


b Marſham. Can. Chron. Sect. ix. 
Spencer de Leg. Hebr. l. i. c. v. p. 73, 74. 


© Joh. Meyer de Feſtis. c. v. p. 105. 
Witſii Ægyptiaca. 241, 242. 
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in this particular, but that Both of them 
* from the ſame common Original, Pa- 
ciarchal Tradition d. | 

mentioned a third Article, near akin 
to the other, and probably coeval with it, 
namely, that of paying a Tithe to God. 
[ ſhall account for it in the Words of the 
karned Dean Prideaux, who had well con- 
ſdered ir, and was very able to Judge of it. 


He ſays thus: 


« A ſeventh Part of our Time having, 
from the Beginning of the World, been 
© conſecrated by God himſelf, to his pub- 
lick Worſhip; from that Time there was 
4 Neceſſity of conſecrating alſo a Part 
of our Subſtance for the Support there- 


Re accuratiùs penſitata, haud difficulter intelligimus, non 
quidem ab Agyptiis, ut Herodotus aſſerit, fed ab Evrais il- 
brumque majoribus, quin primis Parentibus quibus hancce 
Legem poſitivam promulgaverat Deus, notitiam ejus ad omnes 
dimanaſſe Gentes. Illis enim ſuffragari nequeo, qui Antiquo- 
rum que afferri ſolent Teſtimonia de Septimo Die poſt Lunæ 
ortum, aut die Apollini in F aſtis ſacro, capiunt. Budd. Select. 
P. 235. 

Such as would ſee more of this Matter, nay conſult Grotius 
de verit. Rel. Chr. I. i. c. 16. p. 4. | 
Selden, de jur. Nat. & Gent. 1. ili. c. 15, — 23. 

Huet. Dem. Evang. Prop. iv. c. xi. p. 126. 


1 | « of 
\ 1 
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of e, 


this Purpoſe f. 


nicians, Arabians, Ethiopians, Greeks, 


Romans, and other Nations; there is 


no other rational Account to be given 


* how ſo many different People of vari- 
ous Languages, and various Cuſtoms from |} 
each other, and who . allo worſhipped | 
various Deities, ſhould all come to agree | 
ſo exactly in this one Matter; but that 
* it had been an ancient Inſtitution, a- 
credly obſerved by the firſt Fathers of | 
Mankind, and after the Flood tranſ- 
mitted by them in a laſting 7 beaux ö 
to the Nations deſcended tom them s. 


Thu 


e Phideran' Original and * of Tithes. p. 1. 


f Tbid. p. 7. 


8 Ibi id. p. 10. As tg the Univerſality of the 
elden 


I doubt not, fron the Begin. | 
ning ſuch a certain Part was, by the | 
firſt Parents of Mankind, conſecrated to | 
And if we conſider | 
of how general a Practice the Payment 
of Tithes anciently was, amongſt moſt | 
Nations of the Earth, for the Support | 
of the Worſhip of - thoſe Gods they | 
adored, and the many Inſtances we have 
of this Uſage among the Syrians, Pha- 


s | 


n 


1 
Thus far that judicious Writer, who fue⸗ 
ther intirnates, that the Patriarchs, proba- 
bly, had a divine Direction for fixing up- 
on that Proportion of their Subſtance, and 
for ſettling the Rule. 

What has been obſerved of the 1 
and Rituals derived down by Tradition, may, 
in a great Meaſure be applied to Morals alſo: 
For there can Be no reaſonable Doubt made, 
but that the ſoundeſt and beſt Part of the 
Pagan Efhicks came down to them in the 
lame Way, and ſo were remotely owing to 
droine Revelation, as hath been ſufficiently 
xgued both by Ancients i and Modernck, and 


 Ineed not repeat. 


The Sum then of all is this; That the 
Gentile World, before Chrif# came, had, 


x ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, 


Selden of Tithes. chap. ili. 

Spencer de Leg. Hebr. 1. iii. c. 10. p. 720, Kc. 

Huet. Quæſt. Alnet. I. iii. c. 3. P. 3255 Kc. 
Clem. Alex. Eufebius. | 
K Jenkins 5 Reaſmableneſs. Vol: I. p. 376. 

Nicolls confer. Par. IT. p. 164: 

Gale's Court of the Gentiles. Book I. p. 15. Book ii. 
p. 88, Ke. | 
a to e Part 4 Scripture vindicated. p. 152. 


ſome 
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ſome Beams of divine Light ſent them 
from above, to help the Dimneſs of the 
Light of Nature. And what thro' Scrip. 
ture, or Tradition, what by direct or in. 
direct Conveyances, they were never intire- 
ly deſtitute of ſupernatural Notices, neyer 
left to the mere Light of Nature, either 
for forming a Knowledge of God and Re. 
ligion, or for directing their Life and Man- 
ners. It remains now only to draw 2 
few Corollaries from what has been hers 
advanced. 


I. From hence may be obſerved, upon 
how precarious a Bottom the Unbelievers 
of our Times have built their Notion of * 
the Sufficiency of natural Light. They * 
plead that it is ſufficient, becauſe the Bulk 


of Mankind, for many Ages formerly, had — 
nothing elſe: A manifeſt Errour in Point 8 

of Fact, and for which they have not ſo - 

much as the Appearance of Prof, 8 
If it be faid, (tho' it is ſaying wrong) » 

that We ou ght to prove the Aſirmativt, 1 


I have endeavoured to ſhow how far we 
can go towards it. Bur the Truth is, They 


__ to prove he Negative, ſince 
; rc 


7 


oft their Cauſe upon it, and haye little 


ele to ſupport it. If it appears but proba- 


be, or poſſible that the Bulk of Mankind 
ſhould have been inſtructed in ſuch a Way 
15 I have been mentioning, That is enough 


fr us: But they that build the Swfficrency 


of natural Light upon this Suppoſition, that 


Mankind from the Creation, for the moſt 
Part, had mo other Light but That, muſt 
ether prove that they had not, or they do 


W nothing. They muſt either make good 


their Premiſes, or give up their Concluſion. 
If they build upon a Negative, they muſt 
pre the Negative, or they'll be found to 
build upon the Sand. 


Il. It may next be obſeryed, that the 
lnfdels of our Days, in ſetting up Natu- 
ral Light to rival Supernatural, commit 
the fame Errour as the Pagans of old did. 
All that they have to boaſt of, as demon- 
ſtrable now by natural Light, was, very 
probably, diſcovered firſt by Revelation: 
And it is both ungrateful and unreaſo- 
table to oppoſe Revelation with whar 
bas been borrowed from it. But that is 
nor 


I ( 48 ) 
—- bot the worſt of the Caſe: For Revelation 
once {et aſide; the Reſult will be (as it ever 
uſed to be) the taking up with a Part of 
| Religion, and a Part of Morality, inſtead 
of the Whole, and then corrupting even 
that Part with #dulterous Mixtures. Na- 
tural Light cannot demonfirate all that re. 
vealed Light has diſcovered; either of Ne. 
ligian it ſelf, or the Sanctions of it: 
Belides ; — Reaſon, left to it (ef 


will undoubtedly bring in many Corrup- 


tions, as paſt Experience ſufficiently teſti. 
fies: And it is certain, that the Wiſdom 
of Man will never come up to the Pu- 
tiry or Perfection of the Wiſdom of Gol | 
Men will not, if they could, neither can} 
they, if they would, carve out ſo pure a 
Religion for themſelves, as God, in the 
Holy Scriptures, has caryed out for them. 


III. But I muſt further obſerve, that our 
modern Unbelievers are in one Point very 
ſingular, and come far ſhort in that * 
ticle, of the Sagacity and good Senſe of 
their Pagan Predeceſſors. None of the 
ancient Unbelicyers ever pterended ro ſet 

up} 
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n WM they were altogether needleſs, or uſeleſs. They 
+ WM ccocrally pretended to Revelation, of one 
62 kind or other, and were not ſo weak as 


. o inagine char their natural Parts or En- 


: bo ments were ſufficient to ſupetſede all uſe 
1, f Supernatural Notices, if ſuch might be 


p- ud. The common Reaſon of mankind 
H. you'd have ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt ſuch 


m Plea; and it would have been thought be- 
v- ching any Cauſe, to make uſe of ir. For 
d. WM pretend to believe that there is a God, 
an Wind a Providence, and a future State, and 
a Wi the lame Time to deſite no external Re- 
he ation from God, no Inſtructions from Hea- 
. Ws, (as needing none, and being wile e- 
rough without any) is fo wild and ſo extra- 
ur WW'zgant a Thought, that nothing can match 
l, or compare with ir. But fuch will com- 


wof defending it; becauſe indeed the beſt 
n each Kind have been long ſince anticipa- 
ed: And both Believers and Unbehevers 
nuſt now be content with traverſing over 
= again 


ro che mere Wiſdom of Man, as ſuch, to 
be Wiſdom of Gop ; never thought that 
d Poelations were either not deſirable, or that 


nonly be the Fate of attempting any new 
Ways of oppoſing divine Revelation, as well 
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. 
again the ſame beaten Tracks, or they wil 


rake into worle, and will but expoſe thei 
_ inſtead of ſerving it it. 


IV. I ſhall conclude therefore with re. 
commending to you, my Reverend Bre. t 
thren, the old and well tried Principles cf g 
the ancient Apologiſts. They never had N 
a Thought that all revealed Religion had 5 
been confined, for ſo many Ages paſt, to 
the Fews only: But they looked upon the 
Jews as the Proclaimers and Publiſhers of | 5 
true Religion to the reſt of the World | " 
The Iſraelites were a Kingdom of Priefh, | x 

an holy Nation h. They were made thc f 


Preachers of Righteouſneſs to other Nati. 5 
ons, in order to convey the main Subſtantias ; 
of Religion all over the World; as is more ” 
than once intimated in Scripture it elf", | 
It is in this View, that the ancient Abu. 
legifts, both Fews and Chriftians, conſider- WW . 
ed this Matter, Joſepbus therefore obſerves, Ml ** 
that Like as the divine Being pervades the MI ' 


h Exod. XIX. 6. | 3 
i See the Texts to this Purpoſe, cited in Jenkin's Realot- ; 
ableneſs, Oc. Vol. I. and in the Pof/cript to Seriptare cu. I 


whole] 


dicated. Part. II. p. 143, 147. 


* 
whole Uni verſe, fo the divine Law (given by 
Moſes) paſſes thro* all Mankind k. | 

Of the ſame Mind was Theophilus Bi- 
ſhop of Antioch, of the ſecond Century; 
who ſays, Moſes, the Servant of God, was 
the Proclaimer (Miniſter) of the divine Law, 


a the World, but principally to the He- 
ol bes, otherwiſe called Jews |, 

5 Joo che fame Purpoſe ſpeaks Origen of 
* be next Century: Molſes's Writings have 
1 agli many to the Faith, even among 
«| thoſe that were Aliens from the Common- 
ul wealth of Iſrael: Becauſe indeed the origi- 


nal Laugiver, who deliver d his Laws to 
Holes, was no other than God bimſelf, 
ihe Creator of the Univerſe, as the ſame 
Writings teſtify. And it was meet, that 
the Maker of all the World, giving Laws to 
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awith them, as ſhould work its Way among al 


| the Jews, and were perſecuted alſo by ile \ 


judicious Theodoret, of the fifth Century, 
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„ 


all the World, ſhould ſend ſuch Efficacy along 


Nations m. 

Athanaſius, of che following Century, ex 
preſſes the ſame Thought, in Terms ſtill clear. | 
er, and, if poſſible, ſtronger. 

The Law was not intended for the Jews 
only, neither were the Prophets ſent only fir 
their Sakes : But the Prophets were ſent t1| 


Jews, while they were in reality a Kin 
of ſacred School to all the World, as to whit | 
relates to the 3 of God, and foe Co.. 
cerns of the Soul n. 

I ſhall add but one Writer 3 the 


who, ſpeaking of the Fews, ſays, God or. 
| dained | 


* 
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dained aka Nation, fo be a Guide to all 
Nations in divine Knowledge, For like as 
be appointed ſometimes Moles, and at other 
times Joſhua, and then Samuel, and after- 
wards one or other of the Prophets, to take 


the Charge of this People, and by a fingle 


Man, of approved Wiſdom, benefited the 
whole Brotherhood : So by the fingle Nation 
of Iſrael did God vouchſafe to call all Na- 
tions, Partakers of one common Nature, to 
become Partners alſo in the ſame common Re- 
hgion % 

From hence may be clearly ſeen what 
the current Notion was among the ancient 
moſt judicious Adyocates for divine Revela- 
tion; namely, that tho' the Law of Moſes 
was in a peculiar Manner deſigned for one 
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rele, Athen. contr. Gent. c. xii. p. 57. Ed. Bened. 
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People, 


6 
People, (becauſe the ſelect Preachers of Righ- 
teouſneſs, the Miniſters or Publiſhers of Re- 


ligion, were to be kept a diſtinct Order of 


Men from the reſt) yet the moſt neceſſary 
Points of revealed Religion, which concern- 
ed Mankind in general, were to be com- 
municated, more or leſs, to all the World, 
and that by means of the Jes, after they 
grew up to be conſiderable. Other Na- 
tions -or Perſons, ordinarily, were not oblig- 
ed to become Fews: And therefore Moyes 
did not inſiſt upon it with his Farher-in- 
Law Yethro; neither did Eliſba expect it 
of Naaman the Syrian, nor Jonas of the 
| Ninevites, nor Daniel of Nebuchadnezzar 
neither did the Prophets inſiſt upon it with 
the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Sidonians, Tyri- 
ans, Edomites, or Moabites; as Grotius has 
well obſerved ?: Bur tho' they were not 
obliged to become Fews, they were obliged 
to admit the frue God, and the moſt /ub- 
flantial Parts of true Religion; the Know- 
ledge of which had been handed down by 
Tradition, and was often renewed and reviy- 


ed 


„ Grotius de Jur. N. & G. I. i. e. i. $:16. 
Grot. de verit. R. Chr. 1. v. c. 7. 


The 


„ 
ed by means of the Jews, who were the 
ſtanding Witneſſes and Memorials of it. 
The Conſideration of theſe Things, may, 
| conceive, be of good Uſe for the preſer- 
ving juſt and worthy Ideas of the divine 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs in his Diſpenſations 


towards Mankind, and for the more effectu- 
al 


me Words of Clemens of Rome (an Apoſtolical Man) 
are ſo juſt, and ſo moderate, and ſo proper to compoſe all 
Conteſts on this Head, that they are well worth the quot- 
ing in this Place. 


"y 7 5 , 8 . ö 1 ” , | 
Arvid lg 7% wing 78 XESE, x; 10% % % gs £54 TIO e 


111 © — a * 5 e ; 4 . 17 . 7 2 
Oe GIG AUS, e, Th Oi% NUEECOfv TWTHZAQLY Ef 22Um 
\ \ / 5 , 8: Fs , P 
fey Ta. To xo MW METAYCLRG cc virgvey xe, Axt At- 
{ , \ ; k # \ / - el I . 
up Eg Tos Ve veces ,, res cl b v, 07h N 
n , / * * N 2 / > * 
ue, MET&vaing Toro Edwnev © CETTOTYG 2016 BNA, 
2 — 1 * / — / 7 , 0 
j0ls EF LS pt ©7v44 £7 eeuicy, Ne sx METUYOIHY, ol b 
4 I 4 — i 2 \ , 
xv e trwbyogy. lavos Nuvevtra&ts x&7%5 egDry exy2vZev, ot 
«0 / 5 i A e , 45 — » , . \ 
 UETHVOyrav]eg £74 Tot EL TY AGED AUTH), cg ο 20% 
Oe leer Fab 5 2 N Ane 
: %,, Y EAgber HV,; KOUITME® WANOTEA 


7s Org %s. Clem. Rom. Epiſt. i. c. vii. p. 32. 


Which may be engliſhed thus. 
„Let us look up p tedfaſtly to the Blood of Chrif, and 


* and let us conſider how precious in God's Sight his Blood. 


Ts is, which being ſhed for our Sal- -ation, hath obtained 
* the Privilege of Repentance for all the World. Run 
" back to all paſt Ages, and there we may learn, that 
in every Age the Lord gave Place for Repentance to as 


7 
5 


Ec many 


(56) 


al ſilencing the Ignorant, or malicious Ca. 


vils of Unbelievers. 


To be ſhort: Our Aae can never 


prove that Revelation was needleſs, unleſs they 
could firſt prove that there has been no Re. 
velation; becauſe they cannot know what 


natural Light could have done without it 
unleſs they could firſt ſnow that it ever was 


without it. Revelation might, for any Thing 
they can tell, have been abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to diſcover, even that natural Religim 
which they plead for, and which appears 


ſo caly and obvious to the Underſtanding, 


* many as would turn to him. Naß preached up Re- | 
« pentance, and they that hearkened unto him were 


&* ſaved. Fonab denounced Deſtruction againſt the Mie. 


& wpites, and they repenting of their Sins and praying, 


« appeaſed God, and were ſaved, tho' Aliens from God. 


I may hereupon remark as follows : 


I. That as many as are ſaved upon their Repentance, are 
yet ſaved by and thro* the Blood of Chrift. Repentance is 
the conditional Cauſe of it, Chriſis Death the effcacims 


and meritorious. 


IT. That ſuch Privilege of being ſaved, upon true Repen- 
tance, thro* Chrift, was not confined to the Fes only, 
but was extended to all Mankind, in all Ages, according to 
Clemens. | 


now 


( 57) 


now it has been diſcovered. But if Reve- 
ktion was ever needful for that Purpoſe, 
then, by the tacit Confeſſion even of our 
Adverfaries, it muſt be frue; and if it be 
rug, then we are obliged to embrace the 
vive of it as God has given it us, and not 
Part only, according to every Man's Judg- 
ment or Fancy; which is what theſe Gen- 
tkmen ſeem to be aiming at under all their 


Diguiſes. 


However that be, They have certainly 
aken the wrong Way to come at their 
Point, have committed an be ego in 
heir main Argument; pretending to diſprove 


Fact, by arguing that the Thing was need- 


% when there is no poſſible Way of proy- 
ng the Thing needleſs, but by firſt diſproving 
the Fact, | 


„ 

«Years hath a ſufficient Foundation in it 
«om Nature; for Mankind cannot avoid 
«the obſerving the Courſe of the Moon, and 
«gf the Sun, which makes Months and 
ars: But why they ſhould count ſever 

© Days and then begin again, That hath no 

© Foundation in Nature, but muſt be taught 
chem from the Tradition of their Fa- 
others, which could have no other Original 
than that which I am now inſiſting on. 
And yet this Way of computing Time 
* by a weekly Revolution, obrain'd through- 
cout all the World, as far as we can judge, 
* from the very Beginning of Time. That 
the Patriarchs did fo ſome hundreds of 
Years before the Law of the Sabbath was 
given to the Children of 1/rael, we have 
* ſufficient Evidence from ſundry Texts of 
* Scripture, That all the ancient Nations 
*of which we have any Hiſtory, Egypti- 

* ans, Chaldeans, Greeks, Romans, nay, and 
the barbarous Nations too; I ſay, that they 
*did ſo likewiſe, is proved to us from the 


Y ancienteſt Records that are extant about 


"them, This Practice now, that had no 
Foundation in Nature, obtaining thus uni- 


.- verſally 


. 
& verſally throughout the whole Word, and 


that from Time immemorial, is to me 2 
* Demonſtration that they had it from the 
« firſt Parents of Mankind, and that it wa 
« founded in God's Inſtitution of the ſeventi 
Day being ſet apart for his Service. 

*I do grant indeed, they did not knoy 
te the true Reaſon why they thus count: 

* ed their Days by ſevens: For the In. 
e dition of the Creation of the World, 
« and the Inſtitution of the Sabbath, wa 
ein Time and by Degrees loſt among them, 
« But yet thus ſtill they computed thei 
Time: And we that have the Holy Scrip- 
tures, know upon what Grounds that 
Computation was begun. 


What Dr. Williams alſo has, upon tht 
Jame Argument, in his Second Sermon q 


bis firſt Year's Courſe of Boyle's Lectures, 
7s well worth the "OM * p. 23, Sc. 


41, | 
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An additional Note to p. 56. From 

Dr. Sherlock's Diſcourſe on the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, p. 19, 20, 
3 - „ 


60 OD choſe the Poſterity of Mra- 

bam to be a public and conſtant 
© Demonſtration of his Power, and Provi- 
« dence, and Care of good Men. For when 
God choſe the Poſterity of Abraham to 
© be his peculiar People, He did nor Deſign to 
« exclude the reſt of the World from his Care 
and Providence, and all poſſible Means of 
© Salvation; as the Apoſtles argues in Rom. 
* iii. 29. Is he the God of the Jews 
* only? Js Pe not alſo of the Gentiles? 


pes, of the Gentiles allo. Which Ar- 
„ gument, if it have any Force in it, muſt 
* prove God's reſpecting the Gentiles before 
*the Preaching of the Goſpel, as well as 

"" | * {ince; 


(62) 


* ſince; becauſe it is founded on that naty. 


* ral Relation which God owns to all Man. | 


* kind, as their merciful Creator and Gover- 
© nor; which gives the Gentiles as well as 


ce Jews, 5. an Intereſt in his Care and Provi. 


© dence. 
This plainly evinces, that all thoſe par. 


e ticular Favours which God beſtowed on 
« Iſrael, where not owing to any partial 
« Fondneſs and Reſpect to that People: But 
the Deſign of all was, to encourage the 
* whole World to worſhip the God of Iiracl, 
« who gave ſo many Demonſtrations of his 
« Power and Providence. For this Reaſon 
« God brought 1/rae} out of Egypt, with 


« great Signs and Wonders, and a mighty | 


« Hand (when He could have done it with 


e leſs Noiſe and Obſervation) that He might 


* the more glorioufly triumph over the nu- 
* merous Gods of Egypt, and all their En- 
* chantments and Divinations; and that he 
© might be honoured on Pharoah and all 
„his Hoſt. For this Reaſon he maintained 
them in the Wilderneſs at the conſtant 
& Expence of Miracles, fought all their Bat- 
tels for them; and many Times by weak 


* * and . Means overthrew great 


cc « and 
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« ind puiſſant Armies, drove out the Inha- 
e hjirants of Canaan, and gave them Pol. 
a ſeſſion of that Good Land. I fay, one 


great and principal Deſign of all this was, 


to convince the World of the Majeſty and 
power of the God of Tjrael, that they 


might renounce their fooliſh Idolatries 


and Country Gods, and conſent in the 
a Worſhp of that one God, who alone doth 
«* wondrous Things. This Account the P/al- 
« mift gives of it, that God wrought ſuch 
« viible and miraculous Deliverances for 
« Iſrael, to make his Glory and his Power 
known among the Heathen : The Low 
* hath made known his Salvation, his 
* Righteouſneſs hath he openly. ſhew'd fn 

the Sight of the Heathen. P/2/. xcviii. 
*2. That the Heathen might fear the 
Name of the Low, and all the Kings 


* of the Earth his Glozy: i. e. That all 
Nations might worſbip God, and all Kings 


* ſubmit their Crowns and Scepters to him, 
* Plalm. cii. 15. That by this Means they 
might be inſtructed in that important 


„Truth: That the Lo is great, and 


greatly to be pratſed, that he is to be 
- feared above all Gods: For all the 
« Gods 


(SF - 
* Gods of the Nations are Wols, Mt | 
pe made the Heavens. hal. vc. 
And as God ſet up the People of Iſrael | 
« as a vilible Demonſtration to all the 
* World of his Power and Providence, 6 
“ he committed his Laus and Oracles to 
« Them; from whence the reft of the Mori 
« when they pleaſed, might fetch the beſt 
« Rules of Life, and the moſt certain 
« Notices of the divine wil. In ſuch ways | 
% God inſtructed The World, in former Ages, 
e by the Light of Nature, and the Exam: 
te ples of good Men, and the Sermons of the | 
Prophets, and the publick Example of à 
< whole Nation, which God choſe for tha 2 


« « Purpoſe. 


